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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2020 


BREAKING NEWS AT CHICAGOTRIBUNE.CO 


CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Antibody tests face key test 


They're crucial to taming pandemic, but doctors wary of accuracy of devices 


SETH WENIG/AP 


A woman’s blood is collected to test for coronavirus antibodies at a drive-thru testing site Tuesday in Hempstead, New York. 


VULNERABLE POPULATION 


37 immigrant kids in local 
shelters positive for virus 


Heartland Alliance describes symptoms as mild 


By ELVIA MALAGÓN 


More than half of 69 immi- 
grant children living at three 
Chicago-area shelters have 
tested positive for the co- 
ronavirus, but the organization 
running the facilities said the 
prognosis for the minors is “very 
good.” 

As of Tuesday, 37 children had 
tested positive, but the Heart- 
land Alliance said the number 
could increase in the coming 
days because it is waiting for 
results of other tests. Heartland 
did not give the ages of those 
who tested positive, but minors 
in the organization’s care range 
up to 17 years old. 

A Heartland spokeswoman 
said none of the children are 
hospitalized and described their 
symptoms as mild. 

When unaccompanied chil- 
dren come to the United States, 
they are placed in the custody of 
the Office of Refugee Resettle- 
ment and placed in shelters 
while waiting to be released to a 
relative or legal guardian, or 
while waiting for the outcome of 


their immigration case. An esti- 
mated 2,500 children are in the 
custody of the federal agency. 

The number of cases reported 
by Heartland exceeds the num- 
ber of confirmed cases counted 
by the Office of Refugee Reset- 
tlement. The agency reported 
that, as of this week, there were 
21 presumptive positive or con- 
firmed cases of COVID-19 in 
Texas and Illinois. Six others had 
already recovered from the virus 
and two others were waiting for 
results. 

There was no immediate ex- 
planation for the discrepancy. 

The agency stopped placing 
children in shelters in California, 
New York and Washington state 
because of concerns surround- 
ing COVID-19. Heartland said it 
hasn’t taken in any new children 
since March 20. 

The outbreak at the Heart- 
land shelters was first reported 
Monday by ProPublica Illinois. 

Maryville Academy, another 
Chicago-area organization that 
runs similar shelters, has not had 


Turn to Children, Page 8 


CAMPAIGN 2020 


CHRISTOPHER GREGORY/THE NEW YORK TIMES 2013 
President Barack Obama endorsed former Vice President Joe Biden. 


Obama backs his former 
VP, calls out GOP’s vices 


Ex-president endorses Biden to take on Trump 


By BILL RUTHHART 


Barack Obama endorsed Joe 
Biden for president Tuesday, 
calling him the best person to 
lead the nation amid the co- 
ronavirus pandemic while also 
offering a pointed critique of 
Republican President Donald 
Trump’s leadership and his re- 
sponse to the health crisis. 

Obama called for a “great 
awakening” among the Ameri- 
can people to fight Trump’s 


divisive politics while seeking to 
unite the Democratic Party’s 
progressive left behind the more 
moderate Biden by calling his 
campaign “the most progressive 
platform of any major party 
nominee in history.” 

“Choosing Joe to be my vice 
president was one of the best 
decisions I ever made, and he 
became a close friend,’ the 
former president said. “And I 


Turn to Obama, Page 9 


By HAL DARDICK 


To determine when Americans 
can safely venture out of their 
home bunkers, scientists must first 
understand who has already con- 
tracted the new coronavirus that 
causes COVID-19. 

Nasal swab tests can detect the 
active virus, but the lack of wide- 
spread testing in the United States 
to date has left scientists with only 
a fraction of the information they 
need to understand the scope of 
the pandemic. Getting the full 
picture, they say, will require a 
reliable test that can detect anti- 
bodies to the virus in people’s 
blood. 

The blood tests — which doc- 
tors call serology tests — may 
ultimately answer the questions 
needed to contain the pandemic 
and set the nation ona path toward 
normalcy: How many people have 
recovered from the disease with- 
out ever being tested? How com- 
mon is it to have the disease 
without suffering symptoms? Can 
a person with antibodies safely 
return to work without fear of 
infecting others — or being re- 
infected? 

With these urgent questions 
looming, the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration has allowed scores of 
serology tests onto the market 
without the usual approval proc- 
ess, provided they met certain 
criteria. But doctors and public 
health officials say the result is a 
dizzying array of test options and 
uncertainty about their accuracy. 

The FDA has given emergency 
approval to one company’s serol- 
ogy test, strictly for laboratory use 
in helping to diagnose COVID-19 
cases. “The results obtained with 
this test should only be interpreted 
in conjunction with clinical find- 
ings, and the results from other 
laboratory tests and evaluations,” 
the FDA stated in its notice on the 
Cellex test. 

Dr. Stephen Hahn, commis- 
sioner of the FDA, spoke over the 
weekend about the importance of 
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MORE COVERAGE 


Pritzker: Illinois is 
‘bending the curve’ 


The governor cited a slowdown 
in the growth rate of new cases 
and stability in number of 
patients in intensive care. Page 6 
E Medical students graduate 
early, readying them for the 
coronavirus pandemic. Page 8 

E President Trump steps back 
his claim of absolute authority 

to reopen the country. Page 10 

E In battle for medical gear, states 
fending for themselves face high 
prices, potential fraud. Page 12 
E Coronavirus closes some meat 
plants in the U.S., raising fears 

of shortages. Business 


Married Oak 


Police probing death 
of prominent couple 
found in their home 


By STEVE SCHERING, 
JEREMY GORNER, 
ANNIE SWEENEY 
AND JOHN KEILMAN 


Two prominent attorneys were 
found dead in their Oak Park 
home Monday night under what 
authorities called “suspicious cir- 
cumstances,” though police Chief 


a 


Johnson Jones 


LaDon Reynolds said there was no 
reason to think that others in the 
community are at risk. 

The Cook County medical ex- 
aminer’s office identified the vic- 


Park lawyer 


tims as Thomas E. Johnson, 69, 
and his wife, Leslie Ann Jones, 67. 
They have three adult children, 
but a neighbor said they lived by 
themselves in a home in the 500 
block of Fair Oaks Avenue. 

Johnson was particularly well- 
known for his work as a hearing 
officer for the Chicago Police 
Board, but those who knew the 
couple said they were as devoted 
to their community as they were 
to the law. 

“They were the best neighbors,” 
said Jeanne Gallo, who lived 


across the street from the family 
for more than two decades. “They 
were compassionate, they were 
welcoming and they were inter- 
ested in helping people. They 
were not ‘me’ or T people. They 
were ‘you’ and ‘we’ people” 

Reynolds said police were 
called to the home about 7:30 p.m. 
Monday for a welfare check. 
Officers found the couple dead 
inside, he said. 

“Preliminary information gath- 
ered at the scene indicates that the 
deaths occurred under suspicious 


s dead in ‘suspicious circumstances’ 


circumstances,” he said in a video 
released by the village. “However, 
none of the injuries appear to be 
self-inflicted” 

He added that police “have no 
information to suggest that there’s 
any risk to the neighborhood or 
community. However, in an abun- 
dance of caution, we’ve increased 
patrols and police visibility in the 
area.” 

The West Suburban Major 
Crimes Task Force, a consortium 
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wey Tom Skilling’s forecast High 42 Low28 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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Let Us Change Your Life Today! 


Do you suffer with Knee Pain? 
Was your Knee Replacement Surgery Postponed? 


Joint Relief Institute’s Knee Pain Treatment. 
Helps Many Avoid Surgery! 
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JOINT RELIEF INSTITUTE 


NON-SURGICAL JOINT ARTHRITIS TREATMENT, 


60 Orland Square Drive, Suite 101 


600 W. 22" Street, Suite 102 


Right Now, we are offering a limited amount of 
Free Screenings, if interested call 


708.963.0064 


